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jn 
Assistant Director for Collection & M- <n 27 July 1951 
THRU sAseistant Director for Operations )7! fey? 
Chief, Foreign Documents Division, 00 ? 


Japanese Foreign offices Documents 


RENCE: a. Memorandum for Directer of Intelligence, GSUSA, from ap/oon, 
oe dated August 1919, subject: "Return to Japanese Government 
of Documents Captured in Japan". 


1951 
. Attached message from CINCFE, number C 67380, dated 20 July " 
bostets civ ce on return of documents confiscated from the Japanese Foreign 
office Archives by Washington Document Center (Adv) in February 1946 to the 
Japanese flovernment. 


° identical request was contained in CINCFE message, number Z 
11933 pier 27 June 1949, to which the Assistant Director for Collection | 
and Dissemination replied in a memorandum addressed to the Director of Intel- 
ligence, GSUSA, on l August 1949 (ref. a. above). 


3. This office 1s of the opinion that reference a. adequately answers 
the request of CINCFE contained in the attached message. 


Jd. J. BAGNALL 
Dist: 


original and 1 to addressee 
2 to AD/ 00 # ae 
1 to Chief, FDD/00 


Army and State Department review(s) completed. 


_ Nazi/Japanese War Crimes Task Force review completed 


adh 
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4 sugust 1949 


MSMORANDUM FORs DIRECTO: OF INTELLIGENCE, GSUSA 


SUBJECT: Return to Japanese Government. of docunente 
captured in Japan 


REFERENCE: CINCFE TOKYO JAPAB incoming measage IN #35298 
dated 27 June to DEPT OF ARMY, Action: ID(CIA} 


1. All bat a vary few of the documents referred to in subject 
message have been transferred by this Agency to custedy of the Library 
of Cougreas or of the Hational Archives in accordance with Executive 
Grder 9784 deted 25 Saptember 1946 and Federal Lew 44 USCA 366. 


<s General Counsel of this Agency has stated the opinion thet 
the question of ultimate disposition of the coeumente is one solely 
within the competence of the Archivist. 


JAMES BR, ANDREWS 
Apsistant Director 
Office of Collection and Digsseminstion 


OCDsdMA/f jc 


cect General Counsel 
FDB vie 001 
CIA Archivist 
Lisigon Branch 


es TO 


Ae 


gay pps pw CES. 


pow 
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STANDARD FORM NO, G4 


Office Memoranda °  onuTED ‘STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Approved For Release 2ovujoqus™ bP 41'007Q6B000200010039-4 


Deputy Assistant Director for Operations DATE: . 15 duly 1949 


: Acting Chief, FDB 


Request for Return of Japanese Documents 


le Reference is made to attached incoming unclassified message 
No. Z 14933 from CINCFE, Tokyoe 


2. Investigation by this office reveals that approximately 95 
percent of the items referred to have been forwarded to the Library 
of Congress, and a small percentage have been forwarded to the 
National Archives. The few remaining doouments are still in FDB. 
Disposition of these doouments was made in accord with Executive 
Order 9784 dated 25 September 1946 and Federal Law 44 USCA 366, 


3. These Japanese documents are not jointly owned but are 
exclusively the property of the US Government. SANACC 400 (Release 
of Information from Captured Enemy Documents) is not applicable in 
this case. 


4. At onetime General Hildring's office of the State Department, 
whioh was concerned with Oocupied Areas, contacted us relative to the 


question of the return of these doouments, However, as far as we 
know, no action was taken by his office nor has any applicable State 
Department paper been written on this matter. 


Encl: Copy of Inooming Unclassi- 
fied Message Z 14933, 


ieee of this memo, orig. buckslip 5 July 49 from 


VAD/O0 to FDB, FS GORY of Unclassified Message No. 211,933, 
forwarded to OCD,on 21 July h9 per attached copy of puckslip,2/9+G, 
ACG 


CONFICENTIA: 
Marioe saith 
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FORM NO. INCOMING UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 
AUG 1948 Boa5 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


PLAIN TEXT Pave No, 


FROM: CINGFE TOKYO JAPAN ROUTINE 
To: OEPT OF THE ARMY 27 JUNE 149 
ACTION: N0/FDB (1)_ IN W35898 


INFORMATION (2) 


NR: Z 1933 

FROM: CINFE TOKYO JAPAN 

TO: DEPT OF ARMY PASS 70 GIA 
IFO: CSGID_ 


REQUEST FROM FOREIGN OFFICE, JAPANESE GOVERNMENT FOR RETURN OF 
DOCUMENTS CONFISCATED BY WASHINGTON DOCUMENTS CENTER ADVAIICE If 
FEBRUARY 191.6 RECENTLY RECEIVED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS. REQUESTED 
DOCUMENTS LISTED ON SHIPPING ADVICES 15030, 15039 AND RE ETURNED 
Pee LISTS NUMBERS 1, 5, 6, 3, 10, 11, 47.09, 9,52, 53, 5h, 61, 62, 

ss fey. 185.795. 80, 90 WITH EXCEPTION OF 1,06 DOCUMENTS SPL IN THIS 
nee: WERE EVACUATED TO WASHINGTON DOCUMENT CENTER CIA. 


REQUEST COMMENTS REGARDING RETURN TO JAPANESE GOVERNMENT oF 


REQUESTED DULCUMENTS HELD LOCALLY AND POSSIBILI TY OF OBTAINING RETURN OF 
CRIGENALS ORF COPIES OF DOCUMENTS NOW IN GIA FELES, 


ACTIONs {tO(CIA) 


WIC-IN 5L67b (27 JUNE 9) © DTG 2707292 


r(get pros EE, Release DIP4/AN PRI CLAP KT Po706R000290010039-4 Y 


TOR: 
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30 beoenber 1947 


MRAAN De PUR THE COLa¥, DIVISLOM oF ForelGN aCLIVLIX CoRRBLATIUN 
DePARTALNT OF STas 


eUid eT: dJeponese Docuuents 


Reference: ge Meomorundua trou the Depurtsaont of ilate, detec 
iz December 1947, subject. us above, (#UtHLG). 


ie The Forsign Documents Branch, woich agsoumed the responsibili~ 
tides of the Washington Decuments Center in Deceaber 1946, hax checked 
the SDC files for the auterial requested iy the Netherlands Government. 
According to the resords, alasst ell of the documenta received from the 
former Headquarters SéailC ut Singapore were forwarded to the Pacific 
ailitary Inteliigence Research Section at Camp Ritchie, Karylena. This 
section, know: os PiCsito, wos operated undar the direction of the in- 
teliigence Division, Bar Department General Staff. Exaninetion of 
available PiGalRs records indleates that apyroxiuctely ninety-five per- 
cont (95%) of BAaTIC documents sere destroyed ty Patel, 


x. If the Departwent of Stute thinks it desirchie, Foreign Docu- 
mente Branch could undertake « survey to determine whether aay of the 
documents im question, skich are not definitely identified as having been 
deatroyed by FaCulit, are currentiy available in the Bashington «rex. 

& search for specifie S2aTIG gumbered documents snow desired by tue Sether~ 
jands Gevernuent could perhaps be undertakes on the basin of the iivte 
sentioned in reference («) so heving been complied in Batavia. If any 
such documents were uncovered, your cifice woule be notified, and arranyge- 
ments could be sede to have the documents transferred, ab previdea by 
Baecutive Order 9748, elther te the Departaent of State ur to the Hutlonel 
Arcuives as preferred. Plans for tac transfer of all remaining UseTi0 end 
ATIS documents from Foreign Deocusents Branch to the Bational archives are 
already under consideration, and the representative of the Netherlands 
Government Inatitute of Her Documentation coulda doubtiess imapest then 
there after tne transfer ie effected. Lt is contrary to Cla policy to 
perwit foreiga nationals to have direct access to Cla buildings and tiles. 


3» It should be noted that large quantiitdes of documents concerning 
ihe Betueriends East Indies have been received cirestiy from Japon. These 
are at present being sereened by the Foreign Docusente Branch for intelli- 
gonee ,urpeses. These not retained for the needs of thie office are for~ 
warded to the Library of Cougress or the Hationel arealves as appropriate. 


Cemwenn. DED 


ILLEGIB 
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it is doubtful, however, that wamy of these documents were originully col- 
lected in the Netherlends East Indies, since they are written in Japanese. 


4» Whee the State bepurtaent or ite representative in amsterdam 
commiestes further with the Hetherlonds Geversaent Inatitute of Har 
Documentation regarding this aatter, Lt appears that 1% woula be well to 
point out thet in ietter of 30 Kay 1947, addressed by the Institute 
directly to the Ceatrel Inteliigence agency, (copy of which is enclosed 
fer your ready reference} there is simply « geueral inquiry as te whether 
the Weahington Document Center contains “oateriel wilch is of interest for 
the bistery of the Netherlands asd tee Hetherlends Zest Inales during the 
gecond world war" and ae te whetuer, if such acterial ia avaliable, it 
would be poseible that it should be exauined by representetives of the 
Inetitate end fotecepled on banmsif of the Institute. On the basis of this 
general inquiry, the Central Intelligence sgency furnished advice to the 
jpecial Assistant to the Secretary of State for Aesearch and Intelligence 
ag indicated in attached copy of memorandum dated 26 June 1947, which 
transmitted the orlginei Netherlands Institute letter to the Department 
for appropriate action. 4% that tige, Cla bad no infora tion that the 
Institute wes especially interested in obaTiG ducuments. Had this agency 
been aware of the specific clase of documenta that the Tustitute sishec 
Ww exaaine, the CLA memorandum of <6 June would have reportec to the Ctate 
Department the saue inforaction cemtained ia Peragriph 2 hereof, vis. that 
approximately ninety-five per ceat (95%) of ShuTIC documents were cestroyed 
py Paulas. 


Eee be BiBEHT 
Brigacgier Gencral, Ua 


4. inclesure 
sieao fr UCL ta State, 


LAD/hbd 
CC: OCP -1 
FDB -1L 
Gen Rec ~ 1 
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even: Mae Lie 


Res Kes 4 oe iets ts the ¢ Sie ee a Cheese of oeees toh 


ee LONE 


Letwerlaets pecuent For 020 saberial 


*e 
+ 


‘nilesed de better deted 30 Hey 1067 add iran sed fe the Central 
A Oreum be “Fs L. de dene, Acting reetoer of the Setherlends 
cowiwtentetion, wherein inquiry ia sede ac ta 

a of the inetitute may ecamine «n° ebtain Icto- 
sPieri asterial at the Sogieieats “read, of, 


ueaeiderss’ Gast for Gil got ts eerreagncut directly wits 
coneianty ie this aetier, “the letter isn therefors ro 


foe acorogorie.$6 agtion tn se Light af tae Pnete bars ine 


i i%i0R te iagce cusanmitites ef enptured Japanace docwser ts 
isesaiapaacns af intelligences veluc, the gomkente Srangen 

wis af daecotenta weigh are vrieurily af nistcri-# 

4 have very iLttle or no intellixeser value. wnly « Small 
isterloc] dseaomente have heen crodessad and oudelogaed, 

¢ tke below «fered le G10 warsnouse fechlities, Althouse 
sCukenig may contain lator tion whies e-uld be of inbercet 
* the vetherlasis and the Yetherlends Seet indies, a 
idershle eagnituda would kewe to be ondertaken in order 
aired dequmeuts and gamely with the reqamet thet they 
naina tion gd tab Sooasigepien tet te the Senvy 
vid get Be oracti~ 


25X1 


BG. © eos anlns ‘i nay 


ILLEGIB 
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RISKSENSTITIUT TOOR OS ROCUNAPS TIE SF Si 


WMreetie:r Pref. Br. . ¥. Poethwme, Aiden; Pref. Br, 0.4, 5. Feraesdorf, 
WA gaegen: Prof, Dr. t. ¥. Sueller, Retterdas 


Aweterdes, Fay 30th 1947 
Tal. 20086 


Central Intelligence Sreup 

Office of Collection sad Mecertuation 
2420 KE Street, %, ¥. 

¥ashington, 7. o. 


Dear Sir, 


Imeedintely after the liberation of “eliand a “tate 
Institute of Yar Documentation wes set ur by the Estherlands Severnseat. 
Yor the past two years thin Institute has been engaged tn collecting 
sll sorts of information, printed and waprintet, on the Mistery ef the 
Eetherianda during the aeooné vorid unr, 


Recently representatives ef the Institute have boon given cacear 
by the Vashingten State Separteent and the London Foretge Office to 
the Germes Foreign Office records now stored In Berlin, Siallarly the 
institute has Been given acomee ta the U, ¢. Beriia Scounent Centre, 
Beth the Yoreta State Department Tocrwent Seatre and the F. 3. 
Secwent Gentre proved te ewntain many documeasts which verge? paremount 
interest for ovr Inetitute and of which fotocestes will be made avatishbie 
te us. Ve have undertaker not to publish or to allow to be published 
ney eaterte) sequired in thie way without consent of the fmerionn and 
Britich aathortties, 


¥e have been told that #4 is possible thet the Teshingten 
Decument Centre may slee contains saterfial weidh tu of interest for 
the history of the Hetherlends and the Fetheriaade Tast Indies during 
the secon? veri! v-2r, 


I wold therefore be very grateful tf you could infera me vhether 
say such esterial hae been received by the “adhiugtes Teeument Centre; 
if eo, whether it is still in ysur coeseasion sed whether 14 would be 
@eetradle ead possible thet it should be exanised by representatives 
of cur Institute and fotecepied on cur behalf. 


Yours most sianerely 
{s/f Dea t. de Jong 
poe me @ . Aeting Mrecter of the Tetheriends 
State Institute of Yar Socumentatios. 
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4D/o0 16 December 1947 


The attached memorandum from Nir. Neal, Chief, 
Division of Foreign Activity Correietion, subject: 
"Japanese Documents", was delivered Girectly to tais 
Office by the Department of State. A copy is Lorwurded 
for your information and file, and tue reply to tie 
reyuest will be coordinated with you before being 
forwarded to the Depurtment of State. 


ADIN Lb. LiBERT 
Brigadier General, UbA 
Assistant Director for Operations 


LAD/hbd 
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WASHINGTON 23, Di Cs 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 
December 12, 1947 
in reply refer to 
FC 3 HHG 
UNCLASSIFIED 
diver Brigadier, General Edwin L. Slebert, 


Central Intelligence Agéncy. 


Prom: Jack D. Neal, 
Chief, Division of 
wut Foreign Activity Correlation. 


Subject: Japanese Documents 


The Department has received from tne Netherlands 
Embassy at Washington a note dated November 14, 1947, 
which refers to a request made by the Netherlands 
Government Institute of War-Documentation concerning 
the possibility of examining certain Japanese documents 
now in storage uncer the supervision of the washington 
Documents Center, and then states; 


"On August llth 1947 the Netherlands Govern- 
ment Institute of War-Documentation was informed 
under instruction from the Department of State by 
the American Consulate General at Amsterdam that 
it had not been possible to provide the funds or 
personnel which would be required to sort out and 
catalogue those documents for their historical 
interest or value; they largely remain in ware- 
houses pending a decision as to their ultimate 
disposition. 


"The Netherlands authorities fully understand 
the difficulties presented by the request of the 
Netherlands Government Institute of War-Docunenta~ 
tion. They have, however, been informed that 
large quantities of documents of historical value, 
collected in the Netherlands East indies, have been 
dispatched to the Washington Document Center, most 
of them via the former H.Q. SHATIC at Singapore. 
Lists of some of those documents compiled by the 


Netherlands 
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Netherlands authorities at Batavia, snow that they 
contain important information on the history of the 
Netherlands Hast Indies, both before and during the 
second world war. 


"tne Netherlands Government would be grateful 
if in the near future the necessary searches could 
be made in order to determine whether this and 
perhaps other allied material has, in fact, been 
received at the Washington Document Center. It 
might be helpful if the searches could be under- 
taken or assisted by a member of the staff of the 
Netherlands Government Institute of War-Documenta- 
tion which by your much appreciated decision of 
February 17th 1947 was already been given access 
to archives in Berlin, now in the custody of the 
Department of State - a permission which, it is 
understood, has been extended to cover the archives 
in custody of the United States military authori- 
ties in Germany. 


"Nr. van Kleffens would like to point out that 
at this stage his request does not refer to the 
possibility of examining documents related to the 
history of the Netherlands East Indies during the 
second world war. He believes that a decision as 
to the examination or ultimate disposition of these 
documents cannot usefully be taken before it is 
known whether or not they are, in fact, present in 
the Washington Document Center. : 


"The scientific work of the Netherlands Govern- 
ment Institute of War Documentation with regard to ‘* 
Gernany has been greatly assisted by the access it 
has been given to the archives in Berlin and else- 
where in Germany. The Netherlands Govemment would 
therefore be grateful if lts request pertaining to 
the Washington Document Center would be given early 
and favourable consideration." 


The Department would appreciate receiving the com- 
ments of the Central Intelligence Agency on the above 
matter in order that an appropriate reply may be made 
to the Netherlands Embassy. 
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UNELASSIFIED STRICTE® CONFIDENTIAL SECRET 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


[lapprovaL ~T] inrormation L] signature 
[-XTacti on [—] DIRECT REPLY [~~] RETURN 
eowment [  lpreparation oF repLy <-——] pispatcn 
[leoncurrence [C__] RrecommenpaTIon (L__J FILE 


REMARKS: Tne liaison with the Army on the disposition 
these documents is, I believe, within your juris 
diction because almost all of the requested dod manke 
have been transferred to Archives or the Library of 
Congress. FDB has six of the requested documents, 
which after processing will be turned over to the 
Archives or library © of Congress unlese requested b; 


OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP . 
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Co hpprovat C] INFORMATION CT signature 
[ex ACTION [] DIRECT REPLY [oT RETURN 
Cx oomMent Ll ppeparaTion oF REPLY L———) DISPATCH 
[“Ieoncurrence [J] recommenoation (Cowl Fite 


REMARKS: Please submit your comments as to the 
present whereabouts of these documents; the 
joint (allied) ownership, if any; and any legal 
aspects (directives of State, JCS, SANACC, etc.) 
which might affect the refarn of these documents: 


sep 1947 39-4 


